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FORTHCOMING
ISBN 978-974-8434-15-5
WL Order Code 22 688
US$
Bangkok 2013, appr. 500 pp. text, 128 pp. col. illus., A5
Ball, Desmond; Tor Chor Dor: Thailand’s Border Patrol Police is an exhaustive two-volume
study of the Tamruat Trawen Chaidaen (Tor Chor
Dor or BPP), which is clearly the most professional
of all Thailand’s paramilitary organizations.
Volume 1 discusses its history, organizational
structure, facilities and equipment, and personnel
recruitment and training. It comprises, in effect, an ethnography of the organization. To exemplify the kind of people who make up the BPP, the volume’s final
chapter provides in-depth profiles of several individuals, from former commissioners to present-day noncommissioned officers. The purpose is not only to understand these people, but also to explain how the BPP as an organisation functions
organically.
Volume 2 provides more specific information about the BPP’s current activities
and considers the future prospects for the organization. The primary underlying
aim of this study is to continue the argument for rationalisation of paramilitary
organisations in Thailand and make the case for expeditious enhancement of the
BPP. The Foreword has been contributed by Police General Vasit Dejkunjorn (Retired), former commander of the BPP’s Training Division and former chief of the
Royal Court Police.
ISBN 978-974-8434-23-0
WL Order Code 22 689
US$
Bangkok 2013, appr. 500 pp. text, 128 pp. col. illus., A5
Ball, Desmond; Tor Chor Dor:Thailand’s Border Patrol Police is an exhaustive two-volume
study of the Tamruat Trawen Chaidaen (Tor Chor
Dor or BPP), which is clearly the most professional of all Thailand’s paramilitary organizations.
Volume 2 provides detailed information about the
BPP’s current activities. Among the topics discussed are the legacy of the BPP’s
relationship with the U.S. CIA, the BPP’s relations with the palace and the royal
family, the organization’s role in border security and nation building, and human
rights aspects of the organization’s activities. One chapter discusses the BPP’s role
in securing Thailand’s deep South, where separatist tensions among the region’s
Muslim population continue to simmer. The author also considers future prospects
for the Border Patrol Police.
Volume 1 discusses the BPP’s history, organizational structure, facilities and
equipment, and personnel recruitment and training. The primary underlying aim
of this study is to continue the argument for rationalisation of paramilitary organisations in Thailand and make the case for expeditious enhancement of the BPP.
The Foreword has been contributed by Police General Vasit Dejkunjorn (Retired),
former commander of the BPP’s Training Division and former chief of the Royal
Court Police.
ISBN
WL Order Code 22 693
US$
Bangkok 2014,
Montpensier, Duc de; By Motorcar from Saigon
to Angkor Wat in 1908. A French Vintage Car
Adventure
tells the incredible story of one of the first car expeditions in Vietnam and Cambodia. A scion of the
prominent French d’Orléans family took his car, a
Lorraine-Dietrich—a 24/30 HP monster of 3,700
kilograms—through the mud paths and sands of
Lower Vietnam into Cambodia and through the jungles to Angkor Wat. He was
one of the very early visitors in that silent, deserted landscape and aptly titled his
account of this expedition to the lost city La Ville au Bois dormant. Richly illustrated the visit came when prevention from looting had become an issue and

provides not only period photographs of Angkor Wat but also of the countryside
of Vietnam and Cambodia. With the help of buffaloes to pull the car and willing
hands of indigenous people in many villages, the adventure was definitely crazy,
as only French nobility can be, but worth every minute it lasted. The book was a
resounding success then, and now.

ISBN 978-974-8434-63-6
WL Order Code 22 686
US$
Bangkok 2014,
Thomann, Th. H.; Pagan and Burma in 1899: A
Millennium of Buddhist Temple Art
Pagan and Burma in 1899. A Millennium of Buddhist Temple Art documents the research and travels of a German scholar-collector of Buddhist art.
The ethnologist, connected with the Hamburg Museum for Ethnology, spend years studying Pagan
in present-day Myanmar, one of the largest collections of Buddhist temples in the world. His study and collection of artifacts turned
out to be controversial and discussion of the return of art raged on for decades. Several period photographs illustrate authentic dress of indigenous people met along
Burmese roads. Thomann also traveled to the Andaman Islands and reports on the
primitive aboriginals there. Richly illustrated with more than one hundred period
photographs the book is a timeless introduction to Pagan and Buddhist religious
themes. The book, and the map it includes, are most suitable to be used as a guide
to spend an instructive, three to five days long, intellectually stimulating exploration of Pagan, Buddhist architecture and iconography. It also introduces Burmese
people and their customs.

ISBN 978-974-8434-46-9
WL Order Code 22 290
US$
Bangkok 2014, appr. 140 pp., full color,
190 x 210 mm
Somsanouk, Mixay & Fleur Brofos, Asmussen; Lao Legends
“Once upon a time…..Laos!” Lao Legends, a collection of magnificent Lao tales
traditionally passed down orally, now particularily well captured on paper by Somsanouk Mixay and deliciously illustrated
by Fleur Brofos-Asmussen, both of Lao origin, takes one on a voyage through the
imaginary world and the traditions of the endearing Lao people.
There will be also a French version: Légendes du Laos.

ISBN 978-974-8434-77-3
WL Order Code 22 292
US$
Bangkok 2014, around 400 pp, fully illus. with
over 570 pictures, 226 in col., A 4,
Findly, Ellison Banks; Spirits in the Loom
with contributions by Patricia Cheesman, Eric
Crystal and Peter Whittlesey
Spirits in the Loom: Religion and Design in LaoTai Textiles is the first study of Lao-Tai textiles to
focus specifically on the relation between the figural designs of the textiles and their religious meaning and use. Based primarily on
interviews with weavers and shamans from Hua Phan province, Laos, this study
highlights the layered meanings of design elements and their roles in providing
protection and power both in everyday life and in ritual performance. Using rich
data from shamans’ narratives about their trance experiences, the author provides
first-hand insight into how shamanic visions shape the visual appearance of a ritual
textile. In addition to 347 black and white photographs, this book presents 235
color plates.
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• A map showing locations of coin finds.
• Depictions of all coins in their original size (some are also enlarged).
• A color section depicting some of the coins as well as other artifacts.
This book is a must for Burma coin collectors, historians, and archaeologists

BURMA
ISBN 978-974-4801-00-5
WL Order Code 22 683
US$17.50
Bangkok 2013, 105 pp., illus., 150 x 210 mm,
pbk.
Ahmed, Iftekhar; The Vanishing Traces: Vernacular Housing of the Chittagong Hill Tracts
is a study of eleven minorities in the Chittagong
Hill Tracts region of Bangladesh and their dwellings. It is a unique documentation of this architecture. The region in the southeast of Bangladesh,
facing the Arakan region of Burma, is a hilly part
of this otherwise largely flat country. It is the home of a number of Tibeto-Burman
tribal groups, quite different from the mainstream Bangladeshi population. The
vernacular housing of these communities is also unique and adapted sustainably
to the hilly context, but for a variety of reasons is undergoing transformation, particularly the influence of the housing patterns of the mainstream population of the
floodplains. The Chittagong Hill Tract housing styles and techniques are a valuable cultural resource; it is important to have a record of them before they vanish.
This book brings together a compilation of the housing patterns of eleven of the
main ethnic groups, including extensive photographs and drawings. A key question
regarding the future uncertainty of the vernacular housing of these communities
is ultimately posed: Will this unique and valuable cultural resource be eventually
subsumed within the broader social, cultural and economic transformations that are
not only local, but global?
No ISBN
WL Order Code N4108
US$22.00
Bangkok 2012, 166 pp., illus., 145 x 210 mm,
pbk.
Braun, Rolf & Ilse; Opium Weights
The earliest comprehensive study of the animal
shaped weights from Burma, comonly referred to
as Opium Weights. It was first published in 1983
in three languages and is now available again in
a smaller version in English only. (A print-on-demand edition from Myanmar (Burma).)

ISBN 978-974-4801-91-3
WL Order Code 22 675
US$50.00
Bangkok 2012, 192 pp., illus. 15 pp. in col., 1
map, 215 x 295 mm

•
•
•
•

Mahlo, Dietrich; The Early Coins of Myanmar
(Burma): Messengers From the Past
is the first in-depth study of Pyu and Mon coins,
as well as coins found in Arakan, based on various private and public collections. These coins are
silver and gold. The nine chapters deal with:
Pre-Srivatsa coins (south and central Burma).
Pyu coins with different designs and from different periods.
Candra coins from Arakan.
Mon coins (from the Gulf of Martaban coast).

This book serves as a detailed coin catalog, but its real strength is its in-depth
approach from a scholarly and historical point of view.
It is the most recent and most comprehensive scholarly work of recent times (and
in close consultation with many other scholars and experts) to examine this great
variety of coins. The author provides:
•
•
•
•

A chronology of the coins.
An analysis of the metal composition of the coins.
An extensive list of existing literature, pointing out the shortcomings of earlier publications. The author brings the current know in this field up to date.
Historical and cultural contexts. The Arakan coin section is important in that
the coins bear the names of kings, from a period for which written records are
scarce.
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CAMBODIA
ISBN 978-974-4801-71-5
WL Order Code 22 655
US$42.00
Bangkok 2011, 174 pp., 9 pp. illus., 34 pp. in col.
210 x 295 mm., pbk.
Dowling, Nancy; The Measured Art: A Proportional Analysis of Early Khmer Sculpture
This book offers an innovative approach to interpreting early Khmer sculpture, presenting a
proportional analysis in which measurements are
taken directly from the images. In the absence of
historical evidence about artistic practices in early
Cambodia, this provides us with a new understanding of how the early Khmer
sculptor calculated and manipulated the composition of his imagery. It further
makes it possible to establish the first objective database for comparing the measurements of one form or image with another. The imagery, thereby, becomes actively involved in revealing its own historical narrative by clearly articulating in
numerical terms how early Khmer sculpture changed over time. Although early
Khmer sculpture is aesthetically unique, its proportional systems rely heavily on
ancient Indian texts concerning iconometry, or proper proportions. Early Khmer
sculpture does not deviate from these proportional systems over a period of nearly
200 years. Such evidence differs somewhat from the widely held opinion that the
populations of Southeast Asia selectively adopted and then adapted Indian cultural traditions. Of special interest to scholars, curators, collectors, and dealers is
the practical application of proportional analysis in dating and authenticating early
Khmer sculpture.
ISBN 978-974-4801-77-7
WL Order Code 22 660
US$33.50
Bangkok 2011, 358 pp., 16 pp. illus. in col., 150 x
210 mm, pbk.
Schliesinger, Joachim; Ethnic Groups of Cambodia Vol.1; Introduction and Overview
Ethnic Groups of Cambodia, Introduction and
Overview, is the first of a comprehensive threevolume work that provides a detailed account of
the ethnic groups of Cambodia. All three volumes
are lavishly illustrated in color and contain relevant references. The present volume
looks first at the effect of historic events in Southeast Asia on ethnic distribution in
Cambodia today. It then presents an overview of these ethnic groups and their linguistic classifications, cultures and traditions and geographic locations. The book
also provides detailed population statistics from French colonial times to the latest
Population Census of 2008. The text is supported by 91 color illustrations.
ISBN 978-974-4801-78-4
WL Order Code 22 661
US$33.50
Bangkok 2011, 313 pp., 16 pp. illus. in col., 150
x 210 mm, pbk.
Schliesinger, Joachim; Ethnic Groups of Cambodia Vol.2; Profile of Austro-AsiaticSpeaking Peoples
This second volume of a comprehensive threevolume work provides individual sketches of
each of the 23 Mon-Khmer-speaking groups. The
discussion includes historical backgrounds and
descriptions of costumes, crafts, house and village designs, agriculture and economy, society, and religion. There are fascinating glimpses of remote and rarely seen
ethnic groups and descriptions of rapidly disappearing traditions. Ninety-seven
color illustrations provide portraits of these groups.

ISBN 978-974-4801-90-6
WL Order Code 22 671
US$25.00

ISBN 978-974-4801-79-1
WL Order Code 22 662
US$33.50

Bangkok 2012, 180 pp., 40 pp. illus., 16 pp. in
col., 150 x 215 mm, pbk.

Bangkok 2011, 350 pp., 32 pp. illus., 150 x 210
mm, pbk.
Schliesinger, Joachim; Ethnic Groups of Cambodia Vol. 3: Profile of Austro-Thai and Sinitic
Speaking People
This third and final volume of a comprehensive
three-volume work presents each of the three Austronesian and ten Taispeaking groups as well as
the Chinese people of Cambodia. For each group,
there is an outline history and descriptions of costumes, crafts, housing, agriculture, society, economy, and beliefs. The daily life of these people is revealed in 97
color illustrations. Further, the volume provides a comprehensive bibliography on
ethnic matters that is relevant to all three volumes.

Schliesinger, Joachim; Elephants in Thailand
Vol. 2: Through the Ages
Volume 2 of our series portrays the association between elephant and man since the dawn of history
and the importance of elephants in Thai history.
It describes the deep roots of the elephant in my
theology, describes the important position of the
elephant at court, especially as battle elephant, and provides much information
about the employment and usefulness of elephants in daily life in Siam. The text
is supported by 90 illustrations, largely from antiquarian sources. The elephant is
the national symbol of Thailand. Yet, despite its close association with the people
of the country over the centuries and the many services it has rendered to the kings
and ordinary men, its very future survival hangs in the balance.

ELEPHANTS

ISBN 978-974-4801-89-0
WL Order Code 22 670
US$25.00

ISBN 978-974-4801-55-5
WL Order Code 22 634
US$13.00
Bangkok 2010, repr. from 1931; 148 pp., 150 x
215 mm, pbk.
Edgerton, Franklin; The Elephant-Lore of the
Hindus
This book is a translation of the Matanga-Lila by
Nilakantha. It is the best available Sanskrit work
on Elephantology. The introduction covers the significance of elephant-lore in Indian literature, both
the theoretical and practical elements of the “science”, modern elephant-lore which covers the good and bad points of elephants,
“castes”, catching of elephants, etc. The twelve chapters deal with the origin of
elephants, favorable and unfavorable marks, longevity, determination of measurements, details of price, marks of character, kinds of musths, catching and keeping
elephants, and the qualities of elephant drivers. This reprint is the first volume in a
series of elephant books on Thailand and neighboring countries. It gives the basic
knowledge of the Indian traditions on which the culture in keeping and training of
elephants in Thailand, Burma, Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam is based.
ISBN 978-974-4801-58-6
WL Order Code 22 638
US$25.00
Bangkok 2010, 229 pp., illus., 150 x 210 mm,
pbk.
Schliesinger, Joachim; Elephants in Thailand
Vol. 1: Mahouts and their Cultures Today
This is the first of two volumes about Thai
elephants. This volume portrays the plight of wild
and domesticated elephants in modern Thailand. It
shows how domesticated elephants are employed
both in the timber industry and in the many
elephant camps for tourists around the country. It describes in detail the distinct
elephant-keeping traditions of the various ethnic groups in the country that have an
association with elephants, namely the Tai-speaking Thai (Central Thai), Southern
Thai, Yuan, Tai Yai (Shan), Tai Lue, Tai Yong, Tai Khoen, Lao Isan, Khorat Thai
and Phuan; the Mon-Khmer-speaking Khmer, Kui, Mon, Khamu, Mpi and Lawap;
as well as the Sino-Tibetan-speaking Karen. It also provides information about the
characteristics and status of those quintessentially Thai beasts, the Royal White
Elephants. All this is complemented by over 110 illustrations and an extensive
bibliography.

See our web page whitelotusbook.com to view our
large section of antiquarian books on Elephants
(collection of the late Bonnie Davis).
See also our Natural History section on Animals.

Bangkok 2012, 174 pp., 32 pp., illus. in col., 150
x 210 mm, pbk.
Schliesinger, Joachim; Elephants in Thailand
Vol. 3: White Elephants in Thailand and
Neighboring Countries,
The book defines the “white elephant”, recounts
the myths about white elephants in ancient Indian
lore (the Jatakas) and their transmission to Southeast Asia, presents reports of early Western travelers on the white elephants stables
in Siam and Burma, and finally gives an account of the royal white elephants in
contemporary Thailand. The text is complemented by 110 illustrations.

No ISBN
WL Order Code 5206
US$23.00
Rangoon no date, printed in Singapore; 162 pp.,
with text illus., 145 x 210 mm
U Toke Gale; Burmese Timber Elephant
This book provides an in-depth look at Burmese
timber elephants. The author himself was a Burmese forester for many years and much of the information here comes from his first hand experience. The book covers such details as the physical
body of elephants, sleeping and feeding habits, the phenomenon of musth, reproduction, period of gestation, life expectancy, capture methods, training, care, dragging gear, and discussion of the Burmese white elephant. This book is necessary
reading matter for anyone interested in working elephants in Southeast Asia.

FOOD
ISBN 978-974-8496-15-3
WL Order Code 21 729
US$33.00
Bangkok 1994, repr. from 1987; 390 pp., 150 x
210 mm, pbk.
Brun, Viggo & Trond Schumacher; Traditional
Herbal Medicine in Northern Thailand
This study is a pioneering work offering a comprehensive analysis of the herbal medical tradition in
rural Northern Thailand. The focus of the research
is the description and classification of local disease
concepts and the complex relationships between
diseases, plants, drugs, and prescriptions. The work is based on extensive communication with local practitioners, clinical observations and local manuscripts.
About 540 medicinal plants are identified in the appendix, together with their
claimed medical properties. In addition, the book contains charters on the court
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medical tradition, and considers the prospects for the survival of traditional medicine in the face of competition from modern cosmopolitan medicine. The authors
also provide extensive vocabularies, as well as indexes of disease terms and botanical names, including a Thai index of disease terms. There is a wealth of information for those interested in medicine botany and ethnopharmacology, while the
history and anthropological aspects of the work will interest many other students
of Southeast Asia.
ISBN 978-974-4801-18-0
WL Order Code 22 492
US$31.00
Bangkok 2007, 307 pp., 56 pp. illus. in col., 1
map, 150 x 210 mm, pbk.
Choden, Kunzang; Chilli and Cheese: Food and
Society in Bhutan
This is a pioneering book offering insight into
Bhutanese food culture within its historical and
geographical context, as well as looking at foodrelated beliefs and practices. The book discusses
the changing socio-cultural meanings of food in
Bhutan. Kunzang Choden, from her perspective as a privileged member of the
gentry in a feudal society in the 1950s, shares her perceptions, observations and experiences. She highlights the importance of food as a socio-economic signifier and
illustrates how food has meaning beyond nourishment, particularly in its symbolic
forms in religion and ritual. The author explores regional agricultural and herding
practices, the use of wild plants and the resulting food customs and habits. This informative but also deeply personal book includes simple and easy to follow recipes
of some typical dishes. It invites readers to try out the unique taste of Bhutanese
foods. Color and black and white photographs bring the narratives to life with vivid
depictions of Bhutanese food and society.
ISBN 978-047-3172-36-7
WL Order Code N 3553
US$32.00
Bangkok 2010, 200 pp., fully illus. in col., 190 x
245 mm, pbk.
Culloty, Dorothy & Kees Sprengers; Food from
Northern Laos: The Boat Landing Cook Book
The little known cultures and cuisine of northern
Laos are reflected in the recipes of its local ethnic
groups and Luang Namtha Province’s premiere
ecotourism lodge. Eighty-eight dishes from Lao,
Kmhmu; Tai Dam, Tai Yuan, Tai Lue and Akha are
presented in clear, simple recipes. The stunning photography of food preparation in
village homes and at the Boat Landing Guest House and Restaurant ties the dishes
to their indigenous setting. This unique cookbook includes: an illustrated glossary
of ingredients and substitutions; a description of Lao preparation and cooking techniques; an explanation of traditional cooking equipment; a bibliography, including
web links; and a comprehensive index in English, Lao transcription and Lao script.
ISBN 978-974-4801-64-7
WL Order Code 22 646
US$32.00
Bangkok 2010, 202 pp., illus. in col., 120 x 235
mm, pbk.
Danell, Eric, Anna Kiss & Martina Stoehrova;
Fruits and Vegetables in Southeast Asian
Markets
This guide book is your companion on visits to
markets, restaurants and orchards. In this first
volume we have selected 120 species of fruits,
vegetables and mushrooms commonly found
in Southeast Asia, Southern China and India.
Thereby you will be sure about what you eat.
which is important to fully enjoy the local food.
The author. Associate Professor Eric Danell. is
a specialist on Southeast Asian plants. If you
wish to learn more, you can visit him at Dokmai Garden in Chiang Mai. Thailand. The information in this book is packed in a handy format, which enables
you to bring it to the market with no efforts, and to keep it in your luggage without causing space or weight problems. Scientific accuracy, paired with personal
and down-to-earth descriptions make this book unique, entertaining and helpful!
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ISBN 978-993-2000-01-2
WL Order Code 22 663
US$30.00
Vientiane 2010, 206 pp., illus. 1 map, 13 pp. in
col., 1 cd , 190 x 275 mm
Fischer-Zernin, Vincent; Lao Cooking and the
Essence of Life
How the book happened Ten years ago after having spent the better part of my time in Thailand,
life sent me to Laos. Contrary to knowing everything, with only ariver separating these two countries, I knew nothing. There is to this day no book
available about Laos which is written with insight, respect and deep appreciation in
discovery of the wonder that is Lao people’s attitude to life. The seeker in me had
no choice but to set out on his own. Three years into this pursuit Sisavanh Manlom
became my friend and teacher opening up a spectacular new world where simplicity and sanity reign supreme. He handed me the keys to Lao society and culture. In
Laos, conversation about such earth shaking matters is carried on with leisure and
for pleasure, which is obviously done over food. This I prepared for the occasions,
creating the mood, and challenging his taste buds. His tastes buds said: ‘Listen to
me, write this down’. The beginning of a cookbook was made. Eating and talking,
or rather listening made it soon clear that the way Lao people cook to nourish body
and soul is nothing other than an extension of their ‘being’, going about life with
ease and humility. To understand Lao Cooking one needs to understand all things
Lao. The cookbook became a book about the Lao, a universal book about Cooking
and Life
ISBN 978-974-4801-29-6
WL Order Code 22 618
US$22.00
Bangkok 2008, 155 pp., 31 pp. illus., 150 x 210
mm, pbk.
Hinsch, Bret; The Ultimate Guide to Chinese
Tea
This is the first comprehensive and accurate book
in English on the fine art of Chinese tea. Given its
light taste and wholesome properties, Chinese tea
is the ideal natural beverage. The book clearly explains how to intelligently buy, prepare, and appreciate the world’s healthiest drink. There are hundreds of kinds of tea, distinguished
by confusing Chinese names. The Ultimate Guide to Chinese Tea divides teas into
just six types: white, green, yellow, oolong, red, and black. When you understand
this simple system that the Chinese themselves use, you can start to explore the
world of tea with confidence. Although most people think they can brew a proper
pot of tea, in actual fact they’re probably doing it wrong. Through centuries of trial
and error, Chinese connoisseurs have come up with clever strategies for getting the
most flavors out of the leaves. This book describes the different Chinese methods
for brewing tea and explains when to use them. Chinese tea connoisseurship is even
more sophisticated than wine appreciation. Experienced drinkers use refined concepts to discuss every nuance. The guide explains how subtle variations in flavor,
aroma, color, density, and water impact the drinking experience. Once you learn
how to control these factors, you can brew the world’s best cup of tea.

ISBN 978-967-6531-07-0
WL Order Code 8 096
US$17.00
Kuala Lumpur 1995, 111 pp., 30 pp. illus., 16 pp.
in col., 135 x 200 mm
Ho, Alice Yen; At the South-East Asian Table
Food as a daily meal or as a religious offering is
fundamental to the cultures of Southeast Asia
and is a source of utmost enjoyment to its people.
Methods of preparing tasty and economical meals
are often discussed with passion, and sacrifices
to gods and spirits are invariably conducted with
great rejoicing. This book explores the multifaceted aspects of food in Southeast
Asia. Beginning with a historical and sociological survey of Southeast Asian food
and eating habits, it goes on to discuss the ingredients and spices used in the region, the character of the food markets, the changing styles of the kitchens, and the
different styles of cooking and eating from the past to the present. A final chapter
examines common Southeast Asian sayings based on the food and culinary habits
of the region.

ISBN 978-974-4801-99-9
WL Order Code 22 679
US$30.50
Bangkok 2013, 353 pp., 5 pp. maps, 150 x 210
mm, pbk.

actually strengthen each other.

Poupon, Roland; The Thai Food Complex:
From the Rice Fields to Industrial and Organic
Foods
Constitutes a fascinating paradox. Global companies such as CP and Red Bull have emerged
side-by-side with more traditional rice growers.
And not only are they all thriving together, they

The author observes and analyzes the big picture in four main chapters:
• Thai Agriculture: A System of Smallholder Farmers.
• The Food Processing Industry: Sino-Thai Businesses.
• The World of Markets, from Village Brokers to International Traders.
• Development Models and Alter-Green Revolutions.
He demonstrates that it is the interaction between food farming, industry, and
trading as well as pragmatic government strategies that enables their resilience
and development. Thailand has become the largest food exporter in Asia; its
cuisine is one of the most famous in the world.
Using an original cross-disciplinary approach combining geography and socioeconomics, the author denies determinism or linearity in the process of Thailand’s
successful development. He instead views it as the outcome of various factors of
alternative opportunities. Hence, the key success factor is not high performance but
rather the multiplicity of strategic options available to the market players.
The author concludes that the need to safeguard such diversity of options should
remain in the forefront of agricultural policy makers’thinking and decisions.

LAOS
ISBN 978-974-4801-82-1
WL Order Code 22 665
US$29.50
Bangkok 2012, 559 pp., 1 pp. illus., 1 fold map,
150 x 210 mm, pbk.
Raquez, A.; Around Laos in 1900. A Photographer’s Adventures
This extensive report presents information on
the daily life and livelihood of various groups of
people in Laos. First published in 1902 as a travelogue around Upper, Central and Lower Laos, this
book also includes an assessment by a Frenchman critical of development work
already undertaken by the French colonial administration. Raquez was traveling with Colonel Tournier, the chief administrator of a recently unified Laos, and
thus he was close enough to power to obtain information no other writer of the
time managed to obtain. Contemporary personalities, colonial administrators, and
scholars pass before Raquez’s sharp eyes, as do Laotian and Siamese personalities
of the time. Besides presenting a number of straightforward pro-French political
considerations on the Indochinese colony and its neighbor, Siam, the book also
provides a multitude of facts about Laos’s natural setting, economic products, food,
history, geography, legal system, customs and religions, and the lives and struggles
of various highland tribes. Of particular interest is a lengthy section on the Code of
Vientiane, an ancient law book unique in its documentation of crimes and punishments. Another noteworthy discussion concerns the increasing use of opium by
highland peoples such as the Yao and Hmong, and the environmental destruction
these tribes caused.

Please check our web page
whitelotusbooks.com for our large section on
old and other new books on Laos.

ISBN 978-974-8434-01-8
WL Order Code 22 682
US$22.00
Bangkok 2013, 150 x 210 mm, pbk.
Raquez, A.; Around Laos in 1900, A Photographer’s Adventures Vol. 2 is the compendium volume to Around Laos in 1900 which was printed
without the photos. This volume contains 280
photos Raquez made during his seven months trip
through Laos. Raquez travelled in Laos from 1898
– 1906.
He was the first photographer who systematically
recorded in pictures the lives of the people in Laos.
ISBN 978-974-4801-76-0
WL Order Code 22 650
US$23.00
Bangkok 2011, first English trans. of 1930; 144
pp., 72 pp. illus., 1 map, 150 x 210 mm, pbk.
Renaud, Jean; Laos in the 1920s, The Gods,
Monks and Mountains of Laos
This book presents data and a number of unique
photographs in a near-pamphlet published in 1930
to attract investors and tourists to the fledgling
French colony of Laos. The book also includes an
assessment of development work done there by
staunch colonialist Pierre Deloncle, and challenges for the future. In particular,
early mining successes are discussed as an example of successful private initiative. The book is based on the travels of novelist Jean Renaud, in the company
of Albert Sarraut, another scholar of Laos and Indochina; and also on published
sources available at the time. Special attention is given to various proposed access
roads to link Laos with the rest of Indochina and to access the wealth of the Plain of
Jars. Besides a number of polemical arguments in favor of maintaining the colony,
there are some salient facts about its natural setting, history, geography, and various
highland tribes. The great importance and significance of religious superstitions
and customary ceremonies are also discussed.
ISBN 978-974-4801-75-3
WL Order Code 22 659
US$22.50
Bangkok 2011, first English trans. of 1924; 192
pp., 23 pp. illus., 145 x 210 mm, pbk.
Roux, Henri; The Akha and Phu Noi Minorities of Laos in the 1920s
This first English translation presents a wealth of
data and a number of unique period photographs
collected by a French military administrator of
the area around Phongsaly, then the Fifth Military territory in northern Laos. It is fair to say
that this is one of the rare views of the original condition of these tribal populations
as the observations date from the early 1920s when very few Europeans had been
in this area. The text systematically reviews all that there was to know about these
people: origins, physical characteristics, dwellings, customs and sorcery, ceremonies and feasts, ownership and economics, social relations, legends, even the dream
world and the significance of omens are discussed. The measurement, time and
writing systems and a number of typical texts have also been included. Together
with rare period photographs, not found elsewhere, this book also provides an ethnographic treasure trove for people interested in authentic textiles and the material
cultures of these two groups.

SPECIAL SERVICES
We can provide most books published in Thailand
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of old books in Thai like Funeral Books, which are
not available commercially.
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NATURAL HISTORY
ISBN 978-974-4801-48-7
WL Order Code 21 201
US$42.00
Bangkok 2009, 4th rev. ed.; 283 pp., 120 pp. illus.
in col., 150 x 210 mm
McMakin, Patrick D.; Flowering Plants of Thailand: A Field Guide
This expanded edition includes a new chapter and
over sixty additional plates of Thailand’s most representative flora. Color plates and descriptions of
over five hundred species make plant identification
an enjoyable pastime for serious students, nature
lovers, tourists or others who wish to learn the names and characteristics of Thailand famed flowers. Divided into eight plant communities and easily keyed, this
well-organized new edition becomes a valuable addition to any library.
ISBN 978-974-4801-84-5
WL Order Code 22 666
US$42.00
Bangkok 2012, 205 pp., 79 pp.illus. in col., 150
x 215 mm
Pein, Jörg; Plumeria in Thailand : A Guide to
235 Varieties,
This book lists and illustrates 235 horticultural
varieties and species of mainly Thai origin, many
of them never described before. The plumeria of
frangipani is a magnificent flowering tropical tree,
unrivalled for its exquisite colors and fragrances.
Written for the beginner as well as for the specialist, the book provides practical information on growing, flowering, and propagation (air layering, cuttings, grafting,
and seeds) along with comprehensive botanical data, including Thai names. Also
included is useful information on diseases and pest control. This book is intended
to serve as a guide to the identification of plumerias, with an emphasis on Thai
varieties, while also being informative about other varieties in the United States
and elsewhere.
ISBN 978-974-2890-45-2
WL Order Code 22 321
US$78.00
Bangkok 2008, repr. from 2002; 496 pp., fully
illus. in col., 175 x 250 mm
Pisuth Ek-Amnuay; Beetles of Thailand
Beetles, members of the order coleoptera, are the
largest order of insects, amounting to about forty
per cent of the known species of the total insect
world of about 400,000 species. The first edition
of this book was published in 2002 and was also
the first book on beetles available in Thailand. This is a revised edition, emphasizing the species content and possibility of additional species for beetle families.
This edition contains 509 species as compared to the first edition which included
only 362 species and subspecies. The following families are included: Cicindelidae, Lucanidae, Passalidae, Scarabeidae, Buprestidae, Meloidae, Cerambycidae
and Trictenotonidae.

ISBN 978-974-4801-09-8
WL Order Code 22 533
US$55.00
Bangkok 2008, 320 pp., 48 pp. illus. in col., 210 x
295 mm, pbk.
Round, Philip; The Birds of the Bangkok Area
This book offers the most thorough account ever
of the avifauna of Thailand’s Lower Central Plain
(Lower Chao Phraya Delta). It comprehensively
lists all the birds found in this region. 237 species
are treated in full biological detail, and illustrated.
This book highlights the Bangkok area’s surviving
freshwater and coastal habitats Thailand’s most important and extensive wetlands
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of continued international conservation significance despite their proximity to a
mega city. Drawing widely on historical and contemporary sources, the book describes how changing land use has affected the bird fauna, identifies shortcomings
in national conservation polity, and outlines conservation needs. The text is augmented by 48 color plates, a detailed map and gazetteer of all localities mentioned
in the text, and a list of key bird watching sites. Both scientifically accurate and
readable, the book will be equally interesting to birdwatchers and to academics and
environmental professionals.
No ISBN
WL Order Code 20 516/3
US$120.00
Bangkok 1979-1989, 128+167+183+167 pp., 180
x 250 mm, pbk.
Tagawa, M & K. Iwatsuki; Flora of Thailand
Vol. 3, Pteridophytes
Psilotaceae, Lycopodiaceae, Selaginellaceae,
Isoetaceae, Equisetaceae, Ophioglossaceae,
Marattiaceae, Osmundaceae, Plagiogyriaceae,
Gleicheniaceae, Schizaeaceae, Hymenophyllaceae, Cyatheaceae, Dicksoniaceae, Dennstaedtiaceae
Lindsaeaceae, Davalliaceae, Oleandraceae, Parkeriaceae, Vittariaceae, Pteridaceae, Aspleniaceae Blechnaceae, Lomariopsidaceae, Dryopteridaceae, Thelypteridaceae, Athyriaceae Dipteridaceae, Cheiropleuriaceae, Polypodiaceae, Grammitidaceae, Marsileaceae, Salviniaceae, Azollaceae
Flora of Thailand WL Order Code 20 516
This series has no ISBN
Price for each volume and for individual issues upon request
Vol. 1 not yet printed
It will be printed when the whole series is finished
Vol. 2 out-of-print
Vol. 4 out-of-print
Flora of Thailand Vol. 5 (4 Parts)
Bangkok 1987-1992, 148+115+153+115 pp., 180 x 250 mm, pbk.
Aristolochiaceae, Bignoniaceae, Droseraceae, Epacridaceae, Gentianaceae,
Opiliaceae, Philydraceae, Proteaceae, Salicaceae, Thismiaceae, Valerianaceae,
Xyridaceae
Torenia siamensis Yamazaki
Scrophulariaceae
Bretschneidera sinensis Hemsl.
Bretschneideraceae, Capparacear, Malpighiaceae, Menispermaceae, Nyctaginaceae
Duabanga grandiflora (Roxb. ex DC.) Walp.
Amaranthaceae, Basellceae, Caryophyllaceae, Chloranthaceae, Crypteroniaceae,
Phytolaccaceae, Sonneratiaceae, Umbelliferae
Flora of Thailand Vol. 6 (4 Parts)
Bangkok 1993-1998, 90+108+76+292 pp., 180 x 250 mm, pbk.
Grewia laevigata Vahl
Taccaceae, Tiliaceae
Ardisia elliptica Thunb.
Myrsinaceae
Gelsemium elegans (Gardn. & Champ.) Benth.
Cruciferae, Hugoniaceae, Ixonanthaceae, Linaceae, Loganiaceae, Thymelaeaceae
Cyperaceae
Flora of Thailand Vol. 7 (4 Parts)
Bangkok 1999-2002, 266+112+304+285 pp., 180 x 250 mm, pbk.
Apocynaceae, Primulaceae, Sapindaceae
The Forest Herbarium, Royal Forest Department
Callitrichaceae, Chenopodiaceae, Hydrophyllaceae, Monotropaceae, Myricaceae,
Oleaceae, Salvadoraceae, Sauruaceae
Buddlejaceae, Hydrangeaceae, Loranthaceae, Myristicaceae, Myrtaceae, Saxifragaceae, Viscaceae
Flora of Thailand Vol. 8 (2 Parts)
Bangkok 2005-2007, 327+339 pp., 180 x 255 mm, pbk.
Euphorbiaceae (Genera A-F)
Euphorbiaceae (Genera G-Z)
Flora of Thailand Vol. 9 (4 Parts)
Bangkok 2005-2008, 101+110+254+152 pp., 180 x 255 mm, pbk.
Aizoaceae, Aralidiaceae, Bombacaceae, Datiscaceae, Iteaceae, Lardizabalaceae,
Molluginaceae, Petrosaviaceae, Pontederiaceae, Santalaceae, Sarcospermataceae
Cannaceae, Caricaceae, Carlemanniaceae, Costaceae, Cunoniaceae, Heliconiaceae, Hemerocallidaceae, Iridaceae, Lomandraceae, Marantaceae, Orobanchaceae,
Plagiopteraceae, Sabiaceae, Strelitziaceae, Trigoniaceae, Typhaceae

Fagaceae Cucurbitaceae
Flora of Thailand Thawatchai Santisuk & Kai Larsen; Vol. 10 (3 Parts)
Bangkok 2009-2010, 169+136+239 pp., 180 x 255 mm, pbk.
Dioscoreaceae, Celastraceae, Hernandiaceae, Leeaceae, Mastixiaceae, Passifloraceae, Verbenaceae, Anacardiaceae & Convolvulaceae.

RAILWAYS
ISBN 978-974-4801-88-3
WL Order Code 22 669
US$52.00
Bangkok 2012, 423 pp., illus. 17 pp. maps, 210 x
295 mm, pbk.
Doling, Tim; The Railways and Tramways of
Việt nam
The Railways and Tramways of Việt Nam is the
result of two years of research and is the first indepth English language history of Việt Nam’s rail
and tram networks, from their inception to the
present day. Drawing on both French and Vietnamese archival materials many only recently made available to foreign researchers and incorporating over 350 images and maps both in black-and-white and in
colour, the book provides a unique insight into the development of rail transportation in French Indochina and the crucial role played the railways during the First
and Second Indochina Wars. Bringing the story up to date, it also examines the
development of the national railway network since reunification in 1975 and the
Vietnamese government’s ambitious plans to transform the railway landscape by
creating a modern and competitive main-line and urban rail network. With its fascinating subject matter, The Railways and Tramways of Việt Nam will be of interest
not only to railway enthusiasts, researchers and historians, but also to the average
visitor to this captivating country. It will also be an essential tool for the “platform-end” rail fan, with appendices containing locomotive technical data, running
numbers and depot allocations, a complete station/km listing for all operational
Vietnamese railway lines and a directory of key contacts in the Vietnamese railway
sector, including diesel depots and stabling points.
ISBN 978-974-4801-94-4
WL Order Code 22 673
US$33.50
Bangkok 2012, 228 pp., 53 pp., figures, 80 pp.,
illus. 16 pp. Plates, 210 x 295 mm, pbk.
Kakizaki, Ichiro; Rails of the Kingdom
The History of Thai Railways is an outline of railway history in Thailand intended for general readers, summarizing the author’s previous research in
transport in Thailand. It aims to present a general
history of Thai railways from the latter half of the
nineteenth century to the present, focusing on
changes in railway policy and the transformation of railway transport in Thailand.
Many maps, charts, and tables are offered as references, together with about 100
photographs. This book covers not only the development of an interregional rail
network under the Royal Railway Department and its successor, State Railways of
Thailand, but also the history of urban railways in Bangkok, including the elevated
railway, the subway, and the airport access railway. The present situation and future
prospects are also examined. Since a survey of relations between the railway and
other means of transport, especially road transport, is crucial for understanding
the history of railways, highway development in Thailand is also described. The
book presents Thai railway history within the context of transportation in general
in Thailand. A comparison of Thai railways with neighboring countries’ railways in
terms of network development, the transformation of transport, and modernization
is also offered. The history of railway construction in each country in Southeast
Asia is briefly described, as well as recent plans for building an international railway network in Southeast Asia and southern China. Through such comparisons,
this book presents a brief history of railways throughout Southeast Asia.

ARTS OF ASIA
We carry a great variety of back issues from 1971 till
recent times. We can offer a complete set in slip cases,
some single years in bound form and also in slip cases.
Please sent us your want list.

ISBN 978-974-4801-51-7
WL Order Code 21 667
US$48.00
Bangkok 2009, 258 pp., illus., 24 pp. illus. in col.,
4 maps, 210 x 295 mm, pbk.
Ramaer, R.; The Railways of Thailand
This book was originally intended to describe the
development of the locomotive stock of the State
Railway of Thailand, and was published as such
in 1984. Questions and suggestions from readers
and the present publisher made the story grow, not
only in length, but also in scope. In this third edition, the book covers the development of locomotives, carriage and wagon stock,
as well as the railway network itself since the beginnings of rail transportation
in what was then Siam during the last decade of the 19th century. It also includes
secondary, partly non-government lines as well as a short overview of industrial
lines. These are not treated in detail; they form a subject in themselves and should
not be limited to an appendix in a book on common-carrier railways. The text has
been revised and extended and is supported by several maps, two hundred largely
unpublished photographs, both in black-and-white and color, and seventy diagrams.
ISBN 978-974-4801-57-9
WL Order Code 22 637
US$43.00
Bangkok 2010, 280 pp., 40 pp. illus., 16 pp. in
col., 32 pp. maps in col., 210 x 270 mm, pbk.
Whyte, Brendan; The Railway Atlas of Thailand, Laos and Cambodia
The atlas presents detailed maps of three Southeast
Asian countries, depicting every known railway,
tramway and mass-transit line, public or private,
past and present. The bilingual maps locate and
name every station in both local and Romanized
scripts. In addition, the extensive text describes the
railway history of each country, and for each line gives a detailed commentary on
its conception and construction, notable features such as bridges, tunnels and spurs,
as well as a chronology, station listing, and reference list. Appendices explain the
Rattanakosin and Buddhist-era dating systems, place name changes, and local units
of measurement, provide bilingual historical lists of railway authority officials, and
give a glossary of local-language geographical and railway terminology. The result
of two years of fieldwork and archival research on three continents, the atlas will
prove invaluable for railway enthusiasts and researchers seeking information on the
rail systems of three countries whose unique alphabets make accessing information
difficult for foreigners. The bilingual maps will assist travelers to plan and enjoy
their rail journeys in Southeast Asia, while the fascinating stories of the Khone
Island railway in Laos, the two Japanese-built “Death Railways” to Burma, or King
Rama VI’s personal tramway to his seaside palace, will provide informative and
entertaining reading even for those who are unable to ride the rails in person.

SOUTHEAST ASIA
ISBN 978-974-4801-05-0
WL Order Code 22 680
US$25.00
Bangkok 2013, 374 pp., 40 pp. illus., 150 x 210
mm, pbk.
Massieu, Isabelle; Around Southeast Asia in
1897: A Frenchwoman’s Observations in Vietnam, Cambodia, Thailand, Burma, and Laos
documents the travels of a Frenchwoman. Published in 1901 as a travelogue of a rare female
traveler undertaking a journey by herself, at her
own rhythm, and using her time as she saw fit,
to observe the transformations in various countries of Indochina, this book offers
original insights into the life of the local people and political developments under
the onslaught of colonial powers in a region that is again in the focus today for
its rapid globalization. Isabelle Massieu took a special interest in talking to field
administrators and local people and in the transformation of these colonies by appropriate policies. Foremost, public education has her attention. At times journeying as a tourist to the obligatory sights and cities on a world traveler’s itinerary, she
also has a keen eye and a ready ear for gossip that is not found anywhere else in the
literature of these dramatic decades of upheaval.
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ISBN 978-974-4801-72-2
WL Order Code 22 656
US$39.50

TEXTILES

ISBN 978-974-4801-68-5
WL Order Code 22 652
US$35.50
Bangkok 2011, 111 pp., 21 pp. illus. 16 pp. in
col., 1 map, 210 x 295 mm, pbk.
Horst, John Ter; Ikat Weaving and Ethnic Chinese Influences in Cambodia
Studies in the Material Cultures of Southeast
Asia No. 15
It is said that the contemporary Cambodian silk
industry is centuries old and can be traced back
to the 12th century courts of Angkor. The handwoven ceremonial dress, the sampot hol, is even considered a national costume
and provides the war-stricken Cambodians great pride. However, little is known
about how the ikat-weaving industry is economically organized, how many silk
weavers produce ikat woven ceremonial dresses, where the silk yarn comes from,
and who the main customers are. The ethnic identity of the silk weavers and traders is also something of a mystery. Although Khmer and Cham involvement in the
Cambodian ikat-weaving industry has been documented, the ethnic Chinese dominance of both the production and trade of silks has been neglected so far. Making
use of French colonial archives the author fills this gap and describes under what
conditions Cantonese silk weavers and traders arrived in Cambodia at the end of
the 19th century. Based on ethnographic fieldwork in Cambodia he also describes
under what economic, political, and cultural conditions the once humble rural silk
industry grew into a global network. This network is not in the hands of the ethnic
Khmer, but is dominated by Sino-Khmer (Chinese Cambodians), descendents of
the 19th century Cantonese immigrants.
ISBN 978-974-4801-87-6
WL Order Code 22 657
US$45.50
Bangkok 2012, 175 pp., 67 pp., illus. in col., 210
x 295 mm, pbk.
Howard, Michael C.; Textiles Traditions in
Contemporary Southeast Asia
Studies in the Material Cultures of Southeast
Asia No. 17
Textile Traditions in Contemporary Southeast Asia
includes eight chapters that examine different aspects of the cultural role of textiles in Southeast Asia today. The topics include the
relationship between textiles and art with case studies of Tai peoples and Indonesian peoples, the revival of natural dyeing among the Palaung of northern Thailand,
the influence of Christian missionaries in northern Thailand, the use of woven banners by Buddhists in northern Thailand and Laos, the secularization of lotus-stem
weaving in Burma, the changing nature of textile production among the Phutai of
Laos, and the use of mortuary blankets among the Kalinga of the Philippines. The
chapters are accompanied by over 149 color plates.

ISBN 978-974-4801-74-6
WL Order Code 22 658
US$39.50
Bangkok 2011, 162 pp., 80 pp. illus., 210 x 295
mm, pbk.
McLean, Maya ; Dress and Tai Yai Identity in
Thoed Thai, Northern Thailand
Studies in the Material Cultures of Southeast
Asia No. 18
Dress and Tai Yai Identity in Thoed Thai, Northern
Thailand examines the changing identity of the Tai
Yai people of Thoed Thai who migrated to northern Thailand from Burma as seen
through dress as a symbol of their ethnic identity. It examines the influence of drug
warlord Khun Sa, the subsequent role of the Thai state, and finally the process of
cultural revival that began in 2002. The study provides a survey of the different
types of textiles produced and worn in the community and of those who make
them. Two hundred and twenty-eight color photographs accompany the text.
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Bangkok 2012, 175 pp., 73 pp. illus in col., 210
x295 mm, pbk.
Patcharin Lapanun, Barbara Earth, Nit Tassniyom,
Benjawan Narasaj, Patcharin Ruchuwararak &
Soutthanome Keola; Village-Based Silk Production in Northeast Thailand
Studies in the Material Cultures of Southeast
Asia No. 16
The book is an important study of the silk industry
in Thailand. It provides a brief history of the industry and examines the role of the
Thai government, private companies, and nongovernment organizations in promoting the industry. The authors study six villages that are integrated into the industry
in different ways in regard to the significance of different aspects of sericulture, silk
weaving, the selling of silk products, and especially in their use of different species
of silk worms. There are 149 color plates that provide detailed illustrations of the
silk industry in northeastern Thailand.

THAILAND

ISBN 978-974-4801-98-2
WL Order Code 22 678
US$55.00
Bangkok 2013, 738 pp., 35 pp., illus, 150 x 215
mm
Chambers, Paul; Knights of the Realm: Thailand’s Military and Police, Then and Now
Represent the first systematic account of the
political history of Thailand’s security sector and
the main actors involved. The military and police
find their legitimacy through law, a safeguarding of monarchy, or a more ambiguous protection of national security NATION,
RELIGION, MONARCHY, PEOPLE.
Thailand is a country with over 30 coups and coup attempts since the 1932
revolution which ended the absolute monarchy. As the last direct military putsch
occurred as recently as in 2006, security sector involvement in politics is clearly
not a thing of the past. Ambiguous laws and spiraling budgets continue to give
the security services enormous influence. Ultimately, political machinations by
the armed forces and police cannot afford to be ignored if one really wants to
understand Thai politics.
With these considerations in mind, the chapters in this edited volume address
various questions. Among them are the following:
• How did the military and police evolve to be what they are today?
• How are they organized?
• What is their role in internal and border security?
• What is their role in counter insurgency in the South?
• What is their role in internal developments?
• What is their political role today and what might be their role in the future?
• What differences are there in the military regarding the issue of Thaksin
Shinawatra?
• Who is who in Thailand’s military and police?
• What is the status of the security sector in southern Thailand today?
And in the final analysis :
• How dose Thailand effectively institutionalize civilian control over the
military and police?

ORIENTATIONS
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us for back issues. We also have complete sets in
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ISBN 978-974-8434-23-0
WL Order Code 22 687
US$17.50

ISBN 978-616-5516-37-2
WL Order Code N4349
US$16.75

Bangkok 2013, 127 pp., 8 pp. illus., 150 x 210
mm, pbk.

Bangkok 2013, 189 pp., 5 pp maps, 170 x 250
mm, pbk.

Charnvit Kasetsiri, Pou Sothirak, Pavin
Chachavalpongpun; Preah Vihear: A Guide to
Thai-Cambodian Conflict and Its Solutions significantly discusses both Thai and Cambodian domestic politics and why the temple of Preah Vihear
has become the center of dispute between the two
countries. It examines the forces and factors that
have driven this conflict and determines what is at stake in terms of both bilateral
relations and the role of ASEAN. In the conclusion, the authors make some projections as to where the conflict might lead from here.
Two reviews:
Why does the old wound between Thailand and Cambodia since 1962 reopen again
in the 2000s? This time it is potentially more dangerous than half a century earlier.
This book offers not only the explanations of the conflict -- from the legacies of
the colonial era to the political situations that led to recent deadly clashes -- but
also the possible solution to this sensitive issue and how to get there. Cooperatively
written with clarity by Thai and Cambodian scholars – a historian, a veteran diplomat, and a scholar of international politics of Southeast Asia – it is a good reading
for both the distant observers of the region and the experts.
Thongchai Winichakul, University of Wisconsin-Madison
This wonderful and timely book, written by Siamese and Khmer scholars of the
highest calibre, lays bare the ahistorical narratives that modern-era Siamese and
Khmer nationalist politicians have repeatedly used to provoke unnecessary and
destructive conflict in an effort to pursue their domestic power interests via a distorting effort to construct visions of Thai and Cambodian nations serving those
interests. Emphasizing that alongside the history of wars conducted by courts and
conflicts stoked up by modern politicians operating in Bangkok and Phnom Penh
there is another history of creative and fruitful social and cultural interaction, the
authors place the recent resurrection of the Preah Vihear temple territorial dispute
squarely in the context of contemporary domestic political struggles in Thailand
and Cambodia. They rightly locate the main motor of the dispute in the profound
and sometimes bloody socio-political crisis gripping Thailand, but also point to the
way in which Cambodia’s would-be forever Prime Minister Hun Sen has exploited
the provocation to help him realize that ambition. They also outline how the dispute
can and should be solved peacefully and reasonably through various diplomatic
and other means. This is a must-read for everyone concerned about the future of
Thailand and Cambodia.
Steve Heder, School of Oriental and African Studies
ISBN 978-974-4801-08-7
WL Order Code 22 649
US$26.75
Bangkok 2011, first English trans. of 1899 &
1909; 298 pp. 34 pp illus., 2 maps, 150 x 210
mm, pbk.
Chaudoir, Georges & Émile Jottrand; Belgian
Tourists in Burma, Siam, Vietnam and Cambodia (1897 & 1900)
This first English translation presents two travelogues of Belgian travelers around the turn of the
twentieth century. First there is part of a world tour
by Georges ‘Puck’ Chaudoir that covers an overland journey through the Nagaland
Hills in present-day India, Burma and Siam to Bangkok in Thailand. Chaudoir was
a former military man and in his world outlook and observations a tourist avant-lalettre. He organized his own caravans, and struggled through areas mostly untraveled by Europeans in 1897. His photographs include both purchased professional
work and his own action shots. In the second part, this book presents the vacation
recollections of Émile Jottrand and his wife. Jottrand was at work in Siam as a legal
adviser. On vacation in October 1900 he traveled to Saigon, Mytho, Phnom Penh
and a few backwaters of the budding French Indochina colony. His main purpose
was to visit Angkor Wat and Angkor Thom in the Siamese territory of Siem Reap
and Battambang. Small sampans and ox carts could then only reach it. He reported
from these small towns, which Siam would later see returned to Cambodia, and discussed French intrigues on the Siamese border. Nothing escaped his sharp observations and his liberal opinions clash violently with the idea of a colony as a workable
vehicle for development. In Angkor Wat,then only visited by a hundred people or
so each year, his descriptions and photographs of a temple complex in rubble and in
the grips of vegetation, as well as the looting going on there, offer original insights.

Forssen Smith, John Sterling; The Chiang Tung
Wars: War and Politics in mid 19th Century Siam
and Burma
The Chiang Tung Wars were a series of conflicts
that occurred in the Tai principalities of the upper
Mekong Valley and in Lan Na from 1802 to 1854
that were significant within the 19th century development of the Tai principalities.
Beginning with a small expedition launched by Chiang Mai against Chiang Tung
in 1802, the Chiang Tung wars culminated in 1854 with a vast battle between the
forces of Siam, Burma, and countless Tai principalities. Making use of Tai, Siamese, Burmese, and Western sources, this volume traces the history of the Chiang
Tung wars from their origins in the conflicts of the late 18th century until their
immediate aftermath in the lands in which they were fought.
ISBN 978-974-8434-29-2
WL Order Code 22 684
US$25.00
Bangkok 2013, 436 pp., 1 pp. map fold, 150 x 210
mm, pbk.
Friedrich Schaefer; A German Surgeon’s Siamese Army Diary (1909-1911)
is the diary of a Prussian army doctor recruited by
the Siamese to build up a medical services department for the army. The army had been reorganized
and greatly expanded, but in line with the general
state of medicine and especially surgery in the
country, the troops were not adequately cared for. Dr. Schaefer, who had served the
Prussian army and the Russian Czar, was recruited with an eye on improving military hospitals, but he ended up introducing modern surgery. He was instrumental
in setting up improved military hospitals both in Bangkok and in the countryside
and contributed greatly to the foundation of education in medicine and surgery.
The Red Cross Society was another of his domains of work. The period of time in
which he was serving saw the advent of industrial rice milling, the appearance of
the trademark “Siam Rice” on world markets, and the consequent rise of beriberi,
for which the scientific debate about its resolution is also documented in his diary.
Schaefer also engaged in research; e.g. hunting a new human parasite. Besides
the medical aspects of his work, which deal with plague, cholera and smallpox
as the main epidemic diseases of the time, his astute observations on the politics,
both internal and in the face of English-French-German colonial rivalry, cannot
be found elsewhere. China was standing by and quietly conquering the channels
to business wealth, even if immigrant Chinese went on strike in Bangkok. As a
well-connected surgeon he met most Siamese personalities of the time and cut
across all social classes in his medical practice. His keen eye documents natural
phenomena in Bangkok and upcountry towns as well as the rapid expansion of the
city at the end of the Chulalongkorn Reign. He was a driving force behind and a
design consultant to the foundation of the King Chulalongkorn Memorial Hospital
and medical education in the country. Finally, he was an eyewitness of the national
trauma caused by the passing away of HM King Chulalongkorn.
ISBN 978-974-4801-89-6
WL Order Code 22 668
US$25.50
Bangkok 2012, 289 pp., 16 pp. illus. in col., 150 x
210 mm, pbk.
Jaiser, Gerhard; Thai Popular Music
Thai Popular Music is an analysis of luk krung, luk
thung, phleng phuea chiwit, and Thai pop, forms
of music played for both rural and urban audiences
in Thailand. Luk thung is used also as a political
tool, as rural Thais become more politically aware.
Music plays an extremely important role in Thai
society. This study gives a comprehensive overview of the development of Thai
popular music since the 1930s and an in-depth look at the principal different musical styles.It also provides an analysis of popular music as a mirror of different
social groups in Thai society. Translations and interpretations of a selection of seventy-seven representative songs are given. An annotated index of artists can serve
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as a basic dictionary, and an accompanying Youtube channel features performances
of all the music discussed in the book. Further volumes on other aspects of Thai
popular culture will follow.

ISBN 978-616-5514-309
WL Order Code N4090
US$15.75
Bangkok 2011, 163 pp., 26 pp. illus., 31 pp.
charts, 170 x 250 mm, pbk.
Kim Samnang; Along the Royal Road: From
Kol to Phnom Rung
As a result of the emergence of the Angkorian
Empire from the 9th to 13th centuries, there were
many ancient agglomerate areas established over
the huge territory under the influence of Angkor
imperial power. The Kol and Phnom Rung areas
have been identified as crucial ancient agglomerate areas along the royal road from
Yashodharapura (the Angkor center) to the provincial town of Vimayapura (Phimai in today’s northeastern Thailand). Using new techniques in mapping, Samnag Kim has analyzed these two areas and drawn some interesting comparisons,
showing that these two ancient sites were noticeably developed as crowded and
large agglomerate areas influenced by a similar program of urbanization from the
Angkor court.
ISBN 978-974-4801-97-5
WL Order Code 22 677
US$35.50
Bangkok 2013, 504 pp., illus. 150 x 210 mm, pbk.
Koompong Noobanjong; The Aesthetics of Power : Architecture, Identity and Modernity from
Siam to Thailand comprehensively examines the
politics of representation in architecture and urban
space from the 1850s to the present time. By utilizing the built environment as a mode of problematization for studying the Thai national and cultural
identity ̶ ̶ known as Thainess or khwampenthai ̶ ̶
this book offers a broader discourse and generates debate on the political forms
of architecture as well as on the architectural forms of politics. Divided into seven
chapters with more than 150 illustrations, it investigates a number of buildings and
public spaces that signify various types of power and function in terms of media par
excellence for the constructions of khwampenthei. Encompassing many palatial,
government, public, and commercial structures, the inquiries also incorporate the
ways in which these built forms have been subversively resemanticized by several
contesting social agents to achieve their political objectives. An innovative synthesis of architectural history and critical studies on contemporary Thailand, the book
not only brings a fresh understanding of complex Thai society but illustrates how
Thais have appropriated modernity together with Western material culture in creating and transforming their modern identity.
ISBN 978-974-4801-95-1
WL Order Code 22 674
US$50.00
Bangkok 2013, 450 pp., illus. 12 pp. maps, 175
x 250 mm
Mackay, Colin Robert; A History of Phuket and
the Surrounding Region
is the first book to comprehensively examine the
little-known history of the Phuket region. It incorporates over 1000 direct contemporary writings
and quotes from commentators and visitors over
the last 2,000 years. The book is divided into 38
chapters and is illustrated with over 100 maps, pictures and some previously unpublished photographs from a private Phuket collection. This fascinating story is
written in a simple, entertaining style which will leave the reader with a much
clearer understanding of why Phuket and its people are the way they are today.
This history summarizes the arrival of the first peoples to the region, its vital role in
ancient east west maritime trade There is a detailed account of the destruction and
battles of the Burmese invasions of Phuket in 1785 and 1809. The boom in tin mining and the massed Chinese immigration it attracted. In the 20th century it recounts
the rapid development of Phuket Town, the Japanese invasion and the local battles
in WWII. Finally it examines Phuket’s post-war transformation into the global,
almost jet-set, island it is today.
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ISBN 978-616-5513-28-9
WL Order Code N4088
US$16.75
Bangkok 2011, 230 pp., 47 pp. illus., 11 pp. chats,
170 x 240 mm, pbk.
McCormick, Patrick; The Mon Over Two Millennia
The Mons were one of the first inhabitants of
Southeast Asia but have become a “forgotten” people in the age of nation-states. This book is a selection of essays from the first-ever conference on
Mon Studies, held in Bangkok. The essays by Mon
and international scholars range from reinterpretations of archaeology through the
transmission of literary texts to questions of identity and politics in the present
day. This landmark volume is a major addition to the literature on Southeast Asia.
ISBN 978-974-4801-81-4
WL Order Code 22 664
US$32.00
Bangkok 2012, 197 pp., fully illus. in col., 9 pp.
chatrs. With CD, 150 x 210 mm, pbk.
Mollerup, Asger; Ancient Khmer Sites in Eastern Thailand
Ancient Khmer Sites in Eastern Thailand This
book is the first comprehensive inventory of ancient Khmer sites in eastern Thailand since the
now more than one century-old works of Étienne
Aymonier, Étienne Lunet de Lajonquière, and Major Erik Seidenfaden, describing ninety-six sites in the provinces of Chanthaburi,
Chonburi, Chachoengsao, Prachinburi, and Sra Kaeo. Museums and temples in the
area exhibiting Khmer artifacts. Quarries, ancient moated sites, and ancient routes
are described as well. Location, era, and orientation are presented together with a
short description about the site, inscriptions, associated water structures such as
moats, small ponds (sra), larger basins (baray), nearby rivers, and geographical
context. The attached CD contains some 3,000 color photographs and satellite images. The appendices introduce The Indian Circle, an ancient method of determining the cardinal directions, and reveal the results of the author’s GPS-based field
research about archaeo-astronomy in Thailand, Laos and Cambodia based on some
400 temples.
ISBN 978-616-5513-63-0
WL Order Code N4089
US$15.00
Bangkok 2011, 155 pp., 5 pp. illus., 2 pp. charts,
170 x 250 mm, pbk.
Myint, Soe Thuzar; The Portrayal of the Battle
of Ayutthaya in Myanmar Literature
Recently a long-lost account of the siege and
sack of Ayutthaya in 1767 was rediscovered in
Yangon. This book presents the first translation of this important document. The author of
the document, Letwe Nawrahta, was a longserving minister at the Burmese royal court and a prolific poet. His account, probably written immediately after the events, is in the form of a mawgun, a panegyric in verse. It has details on the Burmese armies and commanders, the routes
marched, strategies for overcoming Ayutthaya’s defenses, and the distribution
of spoils and rewards. Soe Thuzar Myint discusses this rare document in the
context of Burmese literary traditions and the politics of Southeast Asia in the
eighteenth century. She also provides a full account of Letwe Nawrahta’s life
and works, and presents other poems on the Siam-Burma conflict. This book is
a major contribution to the history of Southeast Asia in the eighteenth century.

SPECIAL SERVICES
We can provide most books published in Thailand
(even if not listed in our catalogue webpage). We try
to get government publications or others by one-title
publishers.
or difficult to get books We also have a selection of old
books in Thai like Funeral Books, which are not available commercially.

ISBN 978-974-4801-83-8
WL Order Code 22 631
US$21.00

ISBN 978-974-4801-59-3
WL Order Code 22 639
US$22.00

Bangkok 2012, repr. From 2009; 160 pp., 87 pp.
illus. in col., 145 x 210 mm, pbk.

Bangkok 2010, repr. from 1897; 292 pp., 52
pp. illus., 1 folded map, 150 x 210 mm, pbk.

Nostitz, Nick; Red vs. Yellow, Vol. 1: Thailand’s
Crisis of Identity
This book describes, both in photographs and text,
the political turmoil and violent street protests that
took place during the first elected administration
in Thailand after the 2006-2007 coup, its government led by the PPP (People Power Party) a place
holder party of the TRT (Thai Rak Thai) which had been ousted by the military
coup. The anti-government and nationalist-royalist PAD (People’s Alliance for Democracy) entered Government House, the seat of Thailand’s cabinet, and occupied
it for months, before its protests culminated in the invasion of Bangkok’s airports,
the dissolution of the PPP and the overthrow of the government by forces seen as
sympathetic to the PAD. In the course of the year, the police, the PAD and their opponents—the Red Shirts, an alliance of government supporters and pro-democracy
groups—clashed on several occasions. Incidents involving at times shocking violence laid bare Thailand’s long neglected social, political and regional divisions
and left it a deeply divided, unstable nation. Nick Nostitz covers this significant
period of Thai History from the center of events. His articles, on which this book is
based, caused considerable controversy when first published.
ISBN 978-974-4801-70-8
WL Order Code 22 654
US$43.00
Bangkok 2011, 224 pp., fully illus. in col., 1 map,
155 x 220 mm
Nostitz, Nick; Red vs. Yellow, Vol. 2: Thailand’s
Political awakening
The second volume of Nostitz’s “Red vs. Yellow”
covers the protests of the Red Shirts against the
Abhisit Vejajiva government in 2009, culminating
in the Songkran riots in April 2009, the defeat and
eventual transformation of the Red Shirt movement into a social mass movement by autumn 2009. Nick Nostitz has also covered
the other issues of that period, such as the Red Shirt’s petition to the king, the
founding of the Yellow Shirt “New Politics Party” and he has followed the Red
Shirts to their rural heartland.
ISBN 978-974-4801-92-0
WL Order Code 22 007 (new)
US$18.50

Sommerville, Maxwell; Siam on the Meinam
from the Gulf to Ayuthia
This reprint comes in two parts. The first part covers all aspects of life in Bangkok in 1897. The author describes his trip from Singapore to Bangkok;
the hotel, the city, the bazaars, Wat Poh, evening
on the Meinam, the library, the museum, Wat
Cheng, prison and shop (with interesting remarks on who was kept in prison on
what reasons), theaters and gambling houses, up the river and Ayuthia The second
part contains three romances illustrative of Siamese life and customs. The author
obviously had access to stories from the North as they deal with relationship with
Karen and production of Burmese style Buddha images. It is remarkable that at that
time someone recorded stories and life from up-country, a time when history was
normally only court history, but not the history of the common people away from
the center of power. The book is richly illustrated, with additional period postcards.

VIETNAM
ISBN 978-974-4801-96-8
WL Order Code 22 676
US$26.50
Bangkok 2013, 157 pp., 9 pp., illus., 16 pp. in
col., 150 x 210 mm, pbk.
Nong Quoc Binh and Michael C. Howard, Editors; Cultural Revival and the Peoples of Ta
Van Commune, Sa Pa, Northern Vietnam
Cultural Revival and the Peoples of Ta Van
Commune, Sa Pa, Northern Vietnam includes 20
chapters mainly by Vietnamese authors associated with the Vietnamese Ethnic Minorities Arts
and Literature Association describing the cultural traditions of the Hmong, Dao,
and Giay people of Ta Van Commune, located near the important tourist center
of Sa Pa. The chapters also discuss efforts to revive and sustain these traditions.
Several of the chapters describe local festivals, musical instruments, and songs. Attention is also paid to the history of tourism in the area and to efforts to link cultural
revival to economic development through tourism. The text is accompanied by 49
color photographs.

Bangkok 2012, 361 pp., 145 x 210 mm, pbk.
Redmond, Mont; Wondering into Thai Culture
Wondering into Thai Culture explores many facets of the debate about culture, which can never
be fairly resolved on Western terms alone. It examines many cultural issues from a Thai point of
view. Newcomers and tourists will encounter nuggets of information and insight that may help make
their stay in Thailand more interesting and enjoyable. Those who have lived here a few years already may profit from explanations
of Thai behavior and attitudes that continue to baffle them. Long-term residents of
the kingdom will find plenty of subject matter intended to provoke their laughter,
tears, sneers, or even vehement agreement. People who have never come to Thailand, and possibly never will, might still want to know how it feels to have a wholly
different outlook on life. And Thais too should read this book, if only as a first step
on the path of self-knowledge that they, and all of us, must climb. A timeless work,
first published as articles in The Nation newspaper and then printed as book and
reprinted several times.

Planned for second half of 2014

1. Trams of Bangkok 					
2. Lao Postcards by Alfred Raquez
3. Railways of Vietnam based on Old Postcards		
4. Railways of Burma
5. Rice Culture of mainland Southeast Asia based on Old
Postcards

We carry a large section on Plants, Animals, Natural
Healing and Ecology with special sections on Birds,
Herpetology, Aquatic life, plant pests etc.
See our web page whitelotusbooks.com.
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SERIES
Studies in Contemporary Thailand
Edited by Prof. Erik Cohen, Sociology Department, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

1. Thai Society in Contemporary Perspective by Erik Cohen (out-of-print)
2. The Rise and Fall of the Thai Absolute Monarchy by Chaiyan Rajchagool
3. Making Revolution: Insurgency of the Communist Party of Thailand in Structural Perspective by Tom Marks (out-of-print)
4. Thai Tourism: Hill Tribes, Islands and Open-Ended Prostitution by Erik Cohen
5. Whose Place is this? Malay Rubber Producers and Thai Government Officials in Yala
by Andrew Cornish
6. Central Authority and Local Democratization in Thailand: A Case Study from
Chachoengsao Province by Michael H. Nelson
7. Traditional T’ai arts in Contemporary Perspective by Michael C. Howard,
Wattana Wattanapun & Alec Gordon
8. Fishermen No More? Livelihood and Environment in Southern Thai Maritime
Villages by Olli-Pekka Ruohomaki
9. The Chinese Vegetarian Festival in Phuket: Religion, Ethnicitv. and Tourism on
a Southern Thai Island by Erik Cohen
10. The Politics of Ruin and the Business of Nostalgia by Maurizio Peleggi
11. Environmental Protection and Rural Development in Thailand: Challenges and
Opportunities by Philip Dearden (editor)
12. Thailand’s Rice Bowl: Perspectives on Agricultural and Social Change in the
Chao Phraya Delta by Francois Moile and Thippawal Srijantr (editors)
13. Spirits and Souls: Gender and Cosmology in an Isan Village in Northeast Thailand by Stephen Sparkes
14. Khor Jor Kor Forest Politics in Thailand by Oliver Pye
15. Visions of a Nation: Public Monuments in Twentieth-Century Thailand
by Ka F. Wong
16. Bangkok’s Foodscape: Public Eating, Gender Relations, and Urban Change
by Gisele Yasmeen
17. Militia Redux: Or Sor and the Revival of Paramilitarism in Thailand
by Desmond Ball and David Scott Mathieson
18. ‘Child Labour’ and Child Prostitution in Thailand :Changing Realities
by Simon Baker
19. The Aesthetics of Power : Architecture, Indentity and Modernity from Siam to
Thailand by Koompong Noobanjong

Studies in the Material Cultures of Southeast Asia
Series Editor: Michael C. Howard

1. Ikats of Savu: Women Weaving History in Eastern Indonesia
Genevieve Duggan
2. Traditional Textiles of West Timor: Regional Variations in Historical Perspective
Ruth Marie Yeager and Mark Ivan Jacobson
3. Textiles of the Daic Peoples of Vietnam
Michael C. Howard and Kim Be Howard
4. Textiles of the Central Highlands of Vietnam
Michael C. Howard and Kim Be Howard
5. Textiles of the Highland Peoples of Northern Vietnam: Mon-Khmer, HmongMien, and Tibeto-Burman
Michael C. Howard and Kim Be Howard
6. Textiles of lnsana. West Timor: Women Weaving History and Village Development
William G. Coury
7. Textiles of the Highland Peoples of Burma, Volume I: The Naga, Chin, Jingpho,
and Other Baric-speaking Groups
Michael C. Howard
8. Textiles of the Highland Peoples of Burma, Volume II: The Northern MonKhmer, Rawang, Upland Burmish, Lolo. Karen, Tai, and Hmong-Mien-Speaking
Groups
Michael C. Howard
9. Patterns on Textiles and Other Objects of the Êdê and Mnông in the Central
Highlands of Vietnam
Chu Thái Son, with contributions by Nguyen Dai Luong. Ngo Due Thinh, and
Michael C. Howard (Translated by Kim Be Howard)
10. Bark-cloth in Southeast Asia
Michael C. Howard
11. Textiles and Identity in Brunei Darussalam
Siti Norkhalbi Haji Wahsalfelah
12. A World between the Warps: Southeast Asia’s Supplementary Warp Textiles
Michael C. Howard
13. Dress, Textiles, and Identity of the Black Tai of Loei Province, Northeast Thailand
Franco Amantea
14. From Dashes to Dragons The Ikat-Patterned Textiles of Southeast Asia Michael C. Howard
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15. Ikat Weaving and Ethnic Chinese Influences in Cambodia
John Ter Horst
16. Village-based Silk Production in Transition, Northeast Thailand
Patcharin Lapanun, Barbara Earth
17. Textile Traditions in Contemporary Southeast Asia
Michael C. Howard
18. Dress and Tai Yai Identity in Thoed Thai, Northern Thailand
Maya McLean

The Mekong Exploration Commission Report (1866-1868)

Vol. 1. Travels in Cambodia and Part of Laos by Francis Garnier.
Vol. 2. Further Travels in Laos and in Yunnan by Francis Gamier.
These richly illustrated volumes document the journey on the Mekong from the
mouth of the Mekong to northern Laos and through Yunnan to Hanoi. A large
folded map with the detailed itinerary is included in a back pocket of volume 1.
Vol. 3. A Pictorial Journey on the Old Mekong: Cambodia. Laos and Yunnan
by Louis Delaporte and Francis Gamier provides additional color and black-andwhite plates of stunning beauty and blow-ups of the official map of the Commission. Ethnic groups in authentic dress are included on several plates.
Vol. 4. Agriculture and Ethnobotany of the Mekong Basin by Dr. Clovis
Thorel describes agricultural systems and the slate of ethnobotanic knowledge
based on the Commission’s scientific findings. Illustrated with period botanical
plates from French sources.

The Pavie Mission Indochina Papers 1879-1895

Vol. 1 Pavie. Auguste. Pavie Mission Exploration Work
Vol. 2 Pavie. Auguste. Atlas of the Pavie Mission
Vol. 3 Pavie. Auguste, Travel Reports of the Pavie Mission
Vol. 4 Malglaive, J. de & A.-J., Rivière Travels in Central Vietnam and Laos
Vol. 5 Lefèvre-Pontalis. P.. Travels in Upper Laos and on the Borders of Yunnan and Burma
Vol. 6 Cupet P.. Travels in Laos and among the Tribes of Southeast IndoChina

Also on the Pavie Mission

Pavie, Auguste: Mission Pavie, Indochine, 1879-1895. Géographie et Voyages
VII. Journal de Marche (1888-1889). Evenements du Siam (1891-1893)
A reprint of the French version of the Mission Pavie’s seventh volume. Extremely
rare and politically the most notorious of the whole series, it contains the dealings
of A. Pavie with the Chinese irregular Black Flags as well as Pavie’s unusual
version of the gunboat incident at Paknam in 1893 and the skirmishes between
Siamese soldiers and French political agents on the Mekong and on the borders
of Thailand that led up to it. This volume was destroyed and is missing in most
collections. This is a reprint of 300 copies only.
Bangkok 1999, repr. from 1919 French text; 380 pp. illus.. 3 maps, 210 x 290 mm
ISBN 978-974-8434-74-2, WL Order Code 22 052, US$200.00
Lefèvre. Emile: Travels in Laos: The Fate of the Sip Song Pana and Muong
Sing (1894-1896)
Cupet. Captain P.: Among the Tribes of Southern Vietnam and Laos. ‘Wild’
Tribes and French Politics on the Siamese Border (1891)

White Lotus office in Huay Yai, Pattaya

FOLK TALES

ISBN 978-974-8496-87-0
WL Order Code 21 947 US$21.00
Bangkok 1997, 165 pp., 23 pp. illus., 150 x 210 mm, pbk.

ISBN 978-974-4800-21-3
WL Order Code 22 309 US$18.00
Bangkok 2002, 170 pp., 8 pp. illus. in col., 150 x 210 mm, pbk.

Choden, Kunzang; Bhutanese Tales of the Yeti
A collection of twenty-two stories set in four different regions of Bhutan. Belief in
the yeti is ubiquitous in the kingdoms of the Himalayas, where beliefs and attitudes
related to it go beyond scientific judgment and analysis. The Bhutanese consider
the yeti, or the migoi, to be an essential part of the backdrop of their existence.
Believed to possess supernatural powers enabling it to become invisible at will, the
yeti often manifests itself in a tangible form and then suddenly vanishes, leaving
behind nothing but an unexpected void. Folklore about the abominable snowman
has existed for centuries: however, with the far-reaching impact of the media, the
perpetuation of this oral tradition is threatened. This collection of stories is an attempt to document a vital tradition before it is wiped out entirely.

Lewis, Paul W. & Bai Bibo; Hani Cultural Themes
The culture of the 1.3 million Hani People living on the mountains of southern
Yunnan Province in China is brought to light by means of sharing its stories, proverbs, customs and rituals and thus opening windows of insight into the daily lives
of these colorful people. Often called “Mountain Sculptors” because of the magnificent rice terraces they have created for the centuries, the Hani people are here
described at a much deeper level than usual.

ISBN 978-974-8495-96-5
WL Order Code 21 668 US$18.00
Bangkok 1994, 219 pp., 37 pp. illus. text, 150 x 210 mm, pbk.

Lewis, Paul W.; Akha Oral Literature
Presents the first comprehensive overview of oral literature of the Akha ethnic
group of Southeast Asia in English translation. Included in this overview are stories
and legends, the epic story of two brothers, the epic poem of creation, proverbs and
an Akha lullaby. The Akha people, who live in China, Burma, Laos and Thailand,
have a unique oral literature which has been handed down through time. The author
started reducing the Akha oral literature to a written system in the 1950s and invested fifty years of research in recording the Akha oral tradition. This book presents
an English translation of samples from this literature testifying to a rich storehouse
of wisdom, fun and humor accumulated over the centuries by this unique ethnic
group.

Choden, Kunzang; Folktales of Bhutan
This first attempt of a Bhutanese to record in English the oral tradition of this kingdom comprises a collection of 38 folktales and legends. The rugged and awesome
terrain of Bhutan, which cherished a self-imposed isolation for centuries, and the
people’s closeness to nature, together with their philosophy of karmic life cycles,
an unquestioning belief in unseen spirits, ghosts and demons, and the creative genius of the storytellers culminated in a remarkable repository of tales and legends
which were passed on and developed through generations.
ISBN 978-974-8496-94-8
WL Order Code 21 937 US$18.00
Bangkok 1997, repr. from 1900; 139 pp., 150 x 210 mm, pbk.
Fielding-Hall, Harold; Burmese Palace Tales
Originally published in 1900 as Palace Tales the book is an attempt to rescue from
oblivion one phase of life in the Mandalay Palace in the times of the Burmese
Kings. The Burmese King and Queen were sent into exile in India by the British
occupation force in 1886 and memories of the old days started to fade. These stories are all founded upon tales told to the author. They are not history nor are they
intended to apply to any one king or queen. They are illustrations only of the lighter
side of life there, of the amusements and the trivialities of the Palace. They are the
little sunny places in the record of a semi-civilized court whose more serious history consisted of plot and intrigue, violence and murder. But there was laughter in
the palace as well as sorrow, sunshine as well as tears.
ISBN 978-974-7534-31-3
WL Order Code 22 165 US$16.00
Bangkok 2000, repr. from 1899; 153 pp., 13 pp. illus., l50 x 210 mm, pbk.
Fleeson, Katherine Nelson; Laos Folklore of Northern Siam
This book was originally published in 1899 when the northern and northeastern
parts of present-day Thailand were still called Laos. This changed when Prince
Damrong created the Thai nation state as well as a Thai identity. Hence, the French
were only able to lay claim to the territory on the left bank of the Mekong. These
folktales were part of the oral cultural tradition before the author, a missionary,
undertook to preserve this cultural heritage, by recording many aspects of rural life
in northern Siam.
ISBN 978-974-4800-15-2
WL Order Code 22 308 US$18.00
Bangkok 2002, 177 pp., 8 pp. illus. in col., 150 x 210 mm, pbk
Lewis, Paul W. & Bai Bibo; 51 Hani Stories
The first comprehensive overview of oral literature of the Hani ethnic group of
China in English translation. Some 1.3 million people, called Hani, live in Yunnan
Province, in the extreme Southwest of China. They speak a language which is in
the Lolo-Burmese subgroup of the Tibeto-Burman family of languages. Roughly
ten percent of these Hani call themselves Akha and speak a related dialect, but are
considered as Hani by the People’s Republic of China. The stories here are taken
from the Doinia (Luchun) dialect of Hani, as spoken in the Luchun and Honghe
area. The Hani people love to tell stories. These are told for purposes of entertainment, encouragement and enlightenment.

ISBN 978-974-4800-17-6
WL Order Code 22 306 US$18.00
Bangkok 2002, 172 pp., 150 x 210 mm, pbk.

ISBN 978-974-4800-18-3
WL Order Code 22 307 US$16.00
Bangkok 2002, 98 pp., illus., 4 pp. illus. in col., 150 x 210 mm, pbk.
Pun, Angela & Paul W. Lewis; 49 Lahu Stories
This work presents the first comprehensive overview of oral literature of the Lahu
ethnic group in English. Today there are approx. 600,000 Lahu living in four nations: Yunnan (China), eastern Burma, northern Laos and northern Thailand. Their
language is in the Yi (Lolo) branch of the Tibeto-Burman family of languages. The
49 Lahu stories presented in this book are translated from the 1939 Lahu Reader—
Lahu Ka Pui Ka Lao, long out of print. These stories were collected and written
down by the Reverend Ai Pun (Saya Ai Pun), himself a masterful storyteller, who
was also very concerned about the production of good Lahu literature. His inspiration, dedication and wonderful sense of humor shine forth in this book.
ISBN 978-974-7534-65-8
WL Order Code 22 228 US$13.00
Bangkok 2001, 112 pp., 28 pp. illus. text, 150 x 210 mm, pbk.
Saw Wai Lwin Moe; Golden Boy and Other Stories from Burma
This collection presents 27 folktales, fables and legends told by Burmese to their
children. The magic of legends, the wisdom contained in ancient tales and the humor of fables captivate young and old alike. Besides providing good entertainment
these stories reveal a lot about the daily life of the people who told them, about their
inner-most beliefs and the eternal values of a people. What could be a better way
to the heart of a culture than its ancient tales? We invite you to follow the path of
the Burmese people.
ISBN 978-974-4800-29-9
WL Order Code 22 323
US$22.50
Bangkok 2003, 394 pp., 25 pp. illus., 150 x 220 mm, pbk.
Velder, Christian & Katrin; The Rice Birds: Folktales from Thailand
This book presents stories of adventurous humans, bloodsucking demons, and righteous gods. The tales introduce readers to strange rituals, mysterious visitations,
and magic incantations. They offer explanations for many animal traits, for natural
disasters, and for the origin of various Thai proverbs. Based on an ancient oral
tradition the tales deal with such archetypal themes as the helpful talking animal,
paradise lost and regained, and the struggle between good and evil. Among more
than fifty illustrations are depictions of a peculiar tiger-eating monster, a scheming
water demon, and two lovely princesses with elephant noses. Also portrayed are
the Fairy of Good Fortune; Phra Phrom, a Thai deity with four faces; and even the
Buddha on his visits to Earth.
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